WKU / Free Speech

Free Speech

Western Kentucky University is dedicated to upholding freedom of expression as a
cornerstone of its academic mission. The university defends the ideals of free speech,
academic freedom and inquiry and believes that the open exchange of ideas, even those
that are controversial or unpopular, is essential to the pursuit of knowledge and the
growth of a dynamic educational environment.

WKU encourages open dialogue among students, faculty, sta and visitors but emphasizes
the importance of maintaining a safe and respectful atmosphere free of activities meant to
incite or disrupt routine operations. Civil discourse is that which upholds the rights and
dignity of others and is free from the threat of retribution.

All expressions and demonstrations on campus must adhere to university policies, which
are designed to ensure the safety and well-being of our community. Failure to comply with
those policies will result in negative consequences.

b

Guidelines for Freedom of Expression at WKU

Expressive Activity Notification Form

b
The Campus Free Speech Protection Act

$V D IXDUGLDQ RI IUHH VSHHFK = .8 KDV DQ RENLIDILRQ WR HVIDEILVK DQ HQYLURQPHQW ZKHUH D ZLGH UDQJH RI
SHUVSHFILYHV DUH H[FKDQJHG HYHQ LI WKH LGHDV SUHVHQWHG DUH GL “HUHQIl IURP RXU RZQ R "HQVLYH RU HYHQ
FRQWHPSIDEIH )XUWKHUPRUH DV D public XQLYHUVLIN = .8 LV FRPSHINHG E\ (DZ IR GR VR 7KH Campus Free
Speech Protection Act SDVVHG E\ WKH . HQWXFN\ /7HJILVIDWXUH DQG VIIQHG LQUR (DZ EN\ WIKH *RYHUQRU LQ
SURKLELWV = .8
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= . 8 LQUHQWLRQDI\ UHIUDLQV IURP HQJDJLQJ LQ PDIWHUY WDQJIHQILDI IR RXU FRUH PLVVIRQ RI HGXFDILQJ VIIXGHQWV
NQRZ(HGJIH FUHDILRQ DQG GLVWHPLQDILRQ 2XWLQHG LQ WKH &KLFDJR 3ULQFLSIHV DQG WKH 8QLYHUVLIN\ Rl &KLFDJR
-DIYHQ SHSRUI' LQVILIXWLRQDI QHXWUDILIN DORZV XQLYHUVLILHV WR FUHDWH DQ HQYLURQPHQW ZKHUH WKH IUHH H[FKDQJH
RI'LGHDV LV QRWVIL HG E\ R FLD0 LQVILIXWLRQDO VWDIHPHQWV RU FRP PHQW ITURP (HDGHUVKLS

*XLGHG EN\ IKH FRQFHSI R1 LQVILIXILRQDI QHXWUDILIN = . 8 GRHY QRWWDNH SRVLILRQV RQ 0RFD) QDWLRQDO RU
LQUHUQDWLRQDO LVWWXHV XQUHIDIHG WR KLIKHU HGXFDILRQ RU WKH XQLYHUVLIN GLUHFION ~ FODULINLQJ WKDW VWXGHQIV DQG
IDFX0IN\ DUH WIKH LQWIUXPHQIV RI GLVWWHQW DQG FUILTXH 7KH XQLYHUVLIN FUHDIIHV WKH VSDFH IRU WKH FULWLFV IR RSHUDIH
EXW LV QRWWKH FULILF LiVHOI 1 = -8 ZHUH IR FRP SURPLVH RXU LQVILIXWLRQDO QHXWUDILIN LQ UHVSRQVH WR GRQRWV
DOXPQL SRIUMLFLDQV DFILYLVIV DQG RIKHW ZH ZRX(G IHRSDUGLJH RXU IDFXUN DQG VIIXGHQWY, DELILIN WR FKDWHQJH
FRQWRYHUVLD) DQG XQFRPIRUIDE(H LGHDV



