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Policy No.: 007 
Policy Name: Free Speech on Campus 
 

I. Purpose  

 
The purpose of this policy is to affirm the principles of free speech on Tennessee Techôs 
campus. 
 
II. Review 

 
This policy will be reviewed every four years or whenever circumstances require review, 
whichever is earlier, by the University Counsel with recommendations for revision presented to 
the Board of Trustees. 

 
III. Definitions 

 

A. ñConstitutional time, place and manner restrictionsòðrestrictions on the time, place, 
and manner of free speech that do not violate the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution or Article I, Section 19 of the Tennessee Constitution that are 
reasonable, content- and viewpoint-neutral, narrowly tailored to satisfy a significant 
institutional interest, and leave open ample alternative channels for the 
communication of the information or message of its intended audience. 
 

B. ñFacultyò or ñFaculty Memberòðany person, whether or not the person is 
compensated by Tennessee Tech, and regardless of political affiliation, who is tasked 
with providing scholarship, academic research or teaching.  For the purposes of this 
policy, ñfacultyò includes tenured and non-tenured professors, adjunct professors, 
visiting professors, lecturers, graduate student instructors and those in comparable 
positions, however titled.  For the purposes of this policy, ñfacultyò does not include 
persons whose primary responsibilities are administrative or managerial. 
 

C. ñFree Speechòðspeech, expression, or assemblies protected by the First Amendment 
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J. 
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B. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as prohibiting Tennessee Tech from 
imposing measures that do not violate the First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution or Article I, Section 19 of the Tennessee Constitution such as: 
 

1. Constitutional time, place, and manner restrictions; 
 

2. Reasonable and viewpoint-neutral restrictions in nonpublic forums; 
 

3. Restricting the use Tennessee Techôs property to protect the free speech rights 
of Students and Faculty and preserve the uses of the property for the 


