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Regent Policy Document 4-21

Commitment to Academic Freedom and Freedom
of Expression

This policy applies to all UW System students, employees, and visitors.

The purpose of this policy is to communicate the Board of Regents’ commitment to academic freedom and freedom of
expression, and expectations for those who violate these freedoms.

1. Commitment?

The Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System has a longstanding tradition of support for academic
freedom, dating back to 1894 and the famous “sifting and winnowing” statement contained in the University of
Wisconsin Board of Regents’ Final Report on the Trial of Richard Ely
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Each UW institution shall include in orientation for freshman and transfer students information regarding freedom of
expression consistent with this policy.

8. Notice

Each UW institution annually shall provide notice to all enrolled students and employees informing them of this policy.

9. Inconsistent Policies

This policy supersedes and nullifies any provisions in the policies of a UW institution that improperly restrict speech at
that institution and are, therefore, inconsistent with the policy. Each UW institution shall remove or revise any such
provisions in its policies to ensure compatibility with this Board policy.

Each chancellor shall be responsible for implementing the provisions of this policy.

1 Sources: Richard Ely Trial Committee Final Report, September 18, 1894, University of Wisconsin Board of Regents;
Report of the Committee on Freedom of Expression at the University of Chicago; Johns Hopkins University Statement
on Academic Freedom; Princeton University Statement on Freedom of Expression; Purdue University Commitment to
Freedom of Expression

History: Res. 10600, adopted 12/15/2015; Res. 10906, adopted 07/07/2017; Res. 10952, adopted 10/06/2017,
created Regent Policy Document 4-21.
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