
University of Notre Dame Mission Statement

Context
This statement speaks of the University of Notre Dame as a place of teaching and research, of
scholarship and publication, of service and community. These components flow from three
characteristics of Roman Catholicism which image Jesus Christ, his Gospel and his Spirit. A
sacramental vision encounters God in the whole of creation.  In and through the visible world in which
we live, we come to know and experience the invisible God. In mediation the Catholic vision perceives
God not only present in but working through persw
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asks of all its scholars and students, however, is not a particular creedal affiliation, but a respect for
the objectives of Notre Dame and a willingness to enter into the conversation that gives it life and
character.  Therefore, the University insists upon academic freedom which makes open discussion and
inquiry possible. 
 
The University prides itself on being an environment of teaching and learning which fosters the
development in its students of those disciplined habits of mind, body and spirit which characterize
educated, skilled and free human beings. In addition, the University seeks to cultivate in its students
not only an appreciation for the great achievements of human beings but also a disciplined sensibility
to the poverty, injustice and oppression that burden the lives of so many. The aim is to create a sense
of human so. ne
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